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Opening & Closing Ceremonies 
General Contest Information 

 
 There was a video in previous years that was posted on the national website under the ‘emblem 

ceremony’. This was an inaccurate rendition of the competition and has since been removed. 
 

 Competitors will start at the left of the stage when looking at the stage from the audience. There 
will be a designated start and end spot. When entering the stage area, there may be a set of steps 
to go up and subsequently down. 
 

 No scripts, notecards, or any other aids are allowed on stage or with the competitors when in the 
competition room and waiting to begin. They may have these items outside of the room or during 
orientation. 
 

 Anytime the team is turning (after coming on stage, for the pledge of allegiance, when leaving the 
stage, etc.), they should do so in unison. Point deductions will be used for not doing so. 
 

 Anytime the team is sitting, standing, raising hands, etc. as a team, it should be done in unison. 
Point deductions will be used for not doing so. 
 

 When competitors are approaching the podium, approaching the easel, or returning to their seat, 
they may do so by walking in front of or behind the chairs in place, so long as they are not in front 
of the podium or tables. However, when performing these specific tasks, no more than one person 
should be moving at a time. There should be some uniformity to this process though. 

o Example: If one person on the team walking in front of the chairs to go to the podium 
and to the easel, then all team members should do so. 

 
 Point deductions only apply to these areas when uniformity is not present. Competitors setting up 

the room should know in advance how their team will perform these tasks and adjust chair distance 
from tables as needed. Chairs will always start in a location designated in the Technical Standards, 
prior to the designated competitors entering to set up. 
 

 Members entering the set up will find all equipment in place according to the diagram in the 
Technical Standards with the exception of the emblem pieces, which will be randomly shuffled 
and placed on the corner of the table closest to the easel. Members must arrange them in the 
proper order on the tables for the ceremony. Members may then adjust the chairs, gavel, and block 
as needed. No portion of the stage, tables, podium, easel, or flag may be adjusted. No notes may 
be brought in with the competitors for set up. 
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 A debrief of the competition will occur following the conclusion of the last team. Judges and/or 
the Technical Chair will not comment specifically about any competitor or team, but will be 
general in the debrief. They will answer questions as desired, unless they are related to a specific 
competitor or team. 

 
 Clothing requirements will be checked at orientation and/or prior to a team performing, after 

entering the room. Contestants will be lined up and checked individually. If wearing pants, they 
may be asked to pull their pants leg up slightly to determine if they are meeting all criteria set forth 
in the Technical Standards. 
 

 Observers will be allowed in the competition room following the rules set forth in the Technical 
Standards with the addition of the following: 

o If at any time a judge, moderator, or Technical Chair believe someone in the crowd is 
intentionally helping or hindering a competitor or competitive team, they will be asked 
to leave the competitive room. There is also the potential for disqualification given the 
circumstances. 

o No members of the competitive teams that have previously performed or have yet to 
perform will be allowed in the competitive area except during orientation, debrief, or 
when performing themselves. 

o No video or audio recordings allowed. This will be considered helping or hindering. 
o Once in the room and the performance for the current teams has begun, no one may 

enter or leave until they have completed their performance and left the room 
themselves. 

 


